The ReLIANT instrument
Study being evaluated:  
I. Study design
· Is the objective of the study clearly stated?  Is the reason for the study apparent?

· Is the population described in detail?  Is the number of study participants clearly stated, and is the sample size sufficient?  Is there a description of participants (gender, age, race, academic level, level of previous library experience, etc)?  Is the loss of any of the participants explained?  Are participants required to participate in the course, or is their participation voluntary?

· Are groups of participants that are receiving different educational interventions similar in their size and population characteristics?  Other than the difference of the intervention, are the groups treated equally throughout the research process?

· What research method was used? Was the research methodology clearly stated? Is it appropriate for the question being asked? Does the method attempt to avoid bias via randomization, blinding, etc. when possible?

· When were the learning outcomes measured?  Is this a study looking at short-term, intermediate, or long-term effects?

· Is the research instrument described in detail?  What questions were asked?  What level of learning is the study addressing? Was the research instrument validated?

Overall comments: 
II. Educational context
· In what type of learning environment does the instruction take place?  (E.g. university, college, secondary school, public library, special library, hospital, etc.)

· What teaching method was used?  Is there a clearly outlined philosophy or theoretical basis behind the instruction?

· What mode of delivery was used? (e.g. Lecture, web-based tutorial, hands-on in computer lab, videoconference, etc.)

· Is the instructional topic clearly described? What was taught?

· Are learning objectives stated?

· How much instructional contact time was involved?

· What learning outcomes were measured? 
Overall comments: 
III. Results

· Are the results of the study clearly explained?

· Do the results address the original research question?

· Are the data presented in a clear manner, giving true numbers?

· Were appropriate tests for statistical significance carried out and reported?

· Was the reported outcome positive or negative in respect to the intervention?

· Does the reported data support the author’s conclusions?

· Are potential problems with the research design presented?

Overall comments: 

IV. Relevance

· Is the study population similar to my own user/teaching population?

· What information literacy competencies does this study address?  Are these learning needs the same as those of my students?

· Are the practice implications of this research reported?

· Can the results of this study be directly transferred to my own situation, or what aspects of this study can I use to inform my practice?

Overall comments: 
Summary of this study:
